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THE BUILDBASE FA VASE – 10th October 2020

Welcome and ‘Thank You’ to today’s match sponsor:

Stonehouse Town FC
Colours:

Black/White

Manager:

Chris Burns

Assistants:

Ian Logan-Giles

Physio:

Allan Gough

1. Will Pedrick

2. Bobby Humphreys

3. Gael Basana

4. Rich Thwaite

5. Elliott King

6. Ryan Thwaite

7. Tom Palmer

8. Alex Kibble ©

9. Nathan Buckland

10. Tim Williams

11. Chris Earle

12. Brad Bird

14. Dan Gittings

15. Macloud Moyo

16. Cameron Love

Royal Wootton Bassett FC
Colours:

Blue

Manager:

Sam Collier

Coach

Matt Bulman

Physio:

Chris Chadwick

1. Harrison Ellis

2. Alex Dinsmore

3. George Ford

4. Sam Ockwell

5. Christopher Taylor

6. Kai Robinson

7. Iggy Ilott

8. Giorgio Wrona

9. Jack Stirland

10. Terence Bohane

11. Thomas Ouldridge

12. Dan Bailey

14. Mark Francis

15. Jack Baker

16. Alfie Presley

Match Officials: 

Owen Brimicombe, Shaun Enever and Gary Collier
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A Message from the Gaffer: Chris Burns

Good evening and a warm welcome to Oldends Lane 
to all associated with Royal Wootton Bassett Town 
for our long overdue return to The FA Vase (our last 
appearance was in 1979/80). 

I want to personally thank everyone at the club
who helped to make our first ever game under
lights such a huge success. Admittedly, it was
not the result we had hoped for and certainly

Hellenic League Division 1 West – League Table

Information correct as of 07.10.2020

deserved more from the game. I also want to wish a speedy recovery 
to Lee Keveren and Joe Williams who have both suffered bad injuries 
in our last two games. However with a few players returning today, 
we hope you have a good go against higher league opposition
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Club Officials Season 2020/21

Founded 1898
Stonehouse Town Football Club

Magpies Stadium
Oldends Lane, Stonehouse
Gloucestershire, GL10 2DG

Life President: Jim Blythe
Chairman: Nigel Sanders
Vice-Chairman: Mark Painter
Club Secretary: Mike Smith
Treasurer: Steve Richards
Commercial Manager: Kevin Parsons
Website Editor: Ian Neville
Matchday Programme: Ian Neville
Youth Secretary: Richard Brady
First Team Manager: Chris Burns
Second Team Managers: Natty Buckland/

Ben Carman
Third Team Managers: Kelvin Anderton/

Kirstain Warren
Fourth Team Manager: Martyn Lowe
Head Groundsman: Andy Fletcher
Gatekeeper: Terry Brough
Welfare Officer: Mark Painter

Main Club Sponsor 
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Stonehouse Town FC - Club History 

Stonehouse Town Football Club, popularly known as the ‘Magpies’ because 
of their Black and White striped strip, starts at the Youth level, from 4 years 
old all the way through to under 16s, as well as girls' age groups at u12s, 14s 
& 16 and Adults. Notwithstanding the youth section, the highly popular 
senior part of the club runs a 1st team in the Hellenic League Division 1 
West, plus three teams across the Gloucestershire Northern Senior League 
and Stroud Leagues, whilst not forgetting the Veterans side playing monthly 
and featuring a number of Magpies’ stalwarts.

Founded in 1898, the Magpies play at the stadium at Oldends Lane, Stonehouse, which was 
opened by legendary England International Billy Wright on 25th August 1949 in a friendly against 
Cheltenham Town, and features the Mike Smith Stand, dedicated to our long-serving Secretary 
Mike ‘Spike’ Smith.

During the Club’s heydays in the 1950s and 1960s, the Club 
regularly hosted attendances of over 1,000 spectators, and the 
record attendance for the Ground is 5,500 for a game against 
Gloucester City on 29th September 1951 in the FA Cup 2nd 
Qualifying Round.

The Club’s record Receipts for a single game was at the same 
game, when we received £272/8s/9d, worth £7854 in today’s 
money, although 6000 attended the 1962 Stonehouse Invitation 
XI v the All Stars Showbiz XI, which featured a range of (then!) 
huge celebrities such as Jimmy Young and Pete Murray!

We were the first ever winners of the Gloucestershire County 
League in 1968/9 season, but it took almost 30 years to re-enter 
the League after relegation in the early 80s. Promotion in 
2014/5 was achieved via the Runners Up slot in Gloucestershire 
Northern Senior League Division 1, under Haydn Murray’s 
managership, whereupon we were looking forward to 
cementing our place back in the County League, or even

beyond, Season 2014/5 was also when we won a cup double via the Senior Amateur County Cup 
(1st time since 1976) and the Premier Section of Stroud Charity Cup, as well as reaching the Reg 
Davis Cup Final, where we lost 3-2 to Newent Town FC. Season 2015/6 saw a mid-season change 
of manager to Alex Lumsden, but it sadly saw us only finish 3rd in the League, insufficient to earn 
promotion out of the League, and Ian Soule took over as Manager to try to push the Club further, 
whilst retaining a strong core of the regular players for a number of years.

Season 2018/19 saw us finish in 3rd place once again in the County League, but that was enough 
to secure much-coveted promotion to the Hellenic League Div. 1 West for the first time. After a 
null and void season in 2019/20, the club appointed hugely experienced Chris Burns as 1st Team 
Manager, alongside Ian Logon-Giles as assistant and Allan Gough as 1st Team Physio/Assistant.
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Stonehouse Town F.C. Player Profiles
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Royal Wootton Bassett Town F.C. - Club History 

Situated six miles from Swindon, Royal Wootton Bassett Town Football Club was first established in 
1882, making the club one of the oldest in Wiltshire. The club’s early achievements came in the 
Wiltshire Senior Cup, making the final in both 1902-3 and 1903-4, although losing both. The club 
folded for a period pre-World War 1 before re-forming in the Calne & District League when it began 
playing at the Gerard Buxton Sports Ground which had been donated by a local dignitary for 
sporting activities within the town and opened in 1930.

Early successes included winning the Calne & District League in the 1930-31 Season, having finished 
runners-up the previous season, and then again in 1934-35. Following a move up to the Wiltshire 
League Division 2 promotion was earned again the following season and the team then remained in 
the top division in the county until the outbreak of war. After the war Wootton Bassett Town F.C. 
recommenced in the County League with limited success until 1958-59 when they won their first 
Wiltshire League title. In 1987-88 the Wiltshire League Division 1 title was won, elevating the club 
into the Hellenic League, where they have remained ever since. The club finally won the Wiltshire 
Senior Cup in 1998-99 and repeated this achieve- ment in 2000-01. The club have had three spells in 
the Hellenic Premier and gained promotion back in 2012-13.

Since the onset of the new millennium the club has expanded significantly, with the establishment 
of a thriving Youth Section, a very successful Ladies Section and a Veteran’s Section. The club now 
operates 30 teams from under 7s upwards. All now play their games at the relocated Gerard Buxton 
Sports Ground, which opened in the summer of 2015. This growth led to the club being awarded 
Charter Standard Develop- ment Club status by the Football Association in 2008 before this was 
upgraded to Community Club status a year later. Wootton Bassett Town FC was the first club in 
Wiltshire to achieve this. International ties have also been established with Dutch amateur side FC 
‘s-Gravenzande who sides from the club’s Youth Section visit each year.

Season 2020-21 sees Sam Collier in charge of the First Team for his third full season having taken 
over part way through Season 2017-18 and he will be assisted by Matt Bulman. In addition, the 
coaching staff at the club has been greatly enhanced with the addition of former Swindon Town 
player Tom Jones as the First Team coach. The more professional approach to training and 
preparation that Tom brings to the club means this season Royal Wootton Bassett Town will be 
aiming to improve greatly on last season’s showing and hopefully improve on Season 2018-19’s 
highest ever finish of 10th place in the Uhlsport Hellenic League Premier Division, as well as going a 
long way in the various cup competitions.
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Royal Wootton Bassett Town F.C Player Profiles
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Isthmian League chairman Nick Robinson: We couldn’t please everyone

Isthmian League chairman Nick Robinson
As administrators, we are quite used to people at this time of year saying “have a good 
summer…” but those in the know realise this is our busiest time of year.
I made the mistake some time ago of saying I didn’t think that anything new could come up which 
could trouble me as chairman. How wrong could I be!

In the last couple of years I’ve had one club go into liquidation [Thamesmead Town], a club trying 
to sign a player who was the subject of a Banning Order and a warning from The FA that there 
were “suspicious betting patterns” about a match. No-one, however, could have possibly foreseen 
Covid-19.

We know what happened, all football was suspended and Steps 3-7 saw their seasons terminated 
and records expunged. This was ratified by The FA Council but then challenged by a number of 
clubs, resulting in an arbitration under FA Rule K. The award of the tribunal was issued this week.
The leagues have not been able to comment until now because of the threat of arbitration but we 
now know that the challenge by one club, initially supported by others, has failed in its entirety. It 
is worth stating what the leagues had to do at that time.
Let us remember that, in the middle of March, events were happening so quickly we did not know 
which way to turn.
One weekend, the Isthmian League had a full fixture list but clubs were advised not to have the 
“Respect” handshake. Our last matches were played on March 11 with all matches for the 
weekend of March 14 later cancelled. Matters changed not just every day but literally by the hour.
Football was suspended from March 21 and no matches have been played since.
It was about that time we all learned about Zoom. The only Zoom I had known previously was a 
Lyons iced lolly back in the day! Now suddenly we were having video conferences once or twice a 
day.
The FA Council members for leagues at Steps 1-4 were asked to consult their boards about ending 
the season. We had a sub-committee of the Alliance, a meeting with the Leagues Committee, a 
full meeting of the Alliance and a meeting of FA Council to make decisions.
Whether we made the right decision or not is for others to decide but what is clear is that very 
eminent lawyers have decided that the process we adopted was the right one and we did not act 
outside of our power or, in Latin, ultra vires, which would have been very serious had it been 
proved against us.
The Isthmian League office was inundated with calls enquiring what was going to happen. Very 
simply, we did not know and, quite rightly, that was not good enough for our clubs. They needed 
guidance, direction and clarity.

http://www.stonehousetownfc.co.uk/
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The Non-League Paper Column Continued…

My board of directors met by video conference on a Saturday morning and we discussed matters 
long and hard. I had eight club representatives present as well as the chief executive and the 
president. Around the table were literally hundreds of years of experience at this level.
We looked at the options and, whilst not unanimous, decided by a hefty majority that the records 
of all clubs should be expunged and the phrase “null and void” came into common parlance.
There is a league rule which provides that a club which “for any reason ceases to operate at any 
time during the playing season” may have its playing record expunged. This seems to have been 
forgotten in all the furore but we followed our rule.
This decision was also made by the Southern and the Northern Premier Leagues, by the Step 5 and 
6 leagues, the FA Committees and, ultimately, the FA Council.
A very small minority of clubs, most of whom were adversely affected by the decision, took issue. 
Solicitors wrote accusatory letters to me and the other chairmen and quoted from a letter which I 
had sent out in good faith to the Isthmian clubs to keep them informed.
The fact that all three grounds of opposition have been fairly and squarely rejected is paramount 
to those running football. The tribunal rejected the various ways in which South Shields had 
sought to impugn the lawfulness of the FA Council decision and the various amendments of 
regulations and rules which had been proposed in order to give effect to it.
It is stated that the FA reasonably decided that there was no single solution for all of them – you 
never please all the people all the time – and that it is impossible not to feel sympathy for South 
Shields and the like.
I also feel sympathy for Jersey Bulls and for Vauxhall Motors who had gone one further than South 
Shields and had won their divisions.
The question of costs has still to be considered. The amount spent by both sides would have 
funded a number of clubs in National League South for many weeks! What a shame the money 
had to be spent on lawyers rather than being spent to ensure success next season or even helping 
less fortunate teams survive the current problems.
Moving forward, we have to decide what is going to happen. We do not yet know the fate of Bury 
FC but it seems likely that there will be at least one vacancy. How do we fill that? Is it too difficult 
and do we have to leave a vacancy somewhere? I hope not.
I hope that if there is an opportunity for a club to ascend by one level that we are as strong as we 
were in March and not be afraid of criticism. Yes, whatever we decide will upset someone but let 
us remember that our clubs want guidance, direction and clarity.
Whether or not we have a full complement of clubs, we need season 2020-2021 to start as soon 
as possible.
Of course, we can not say for certain. Our clubs want six to eight weeks to prepare and it is 
abundantly clear that, in our world, there is no place for league matches to be played behind 
closed doors.
Streaming is not an adequate replacement for the volunteers, the supporters and the 
groundhoppers and all of us who go to make up this wonderful National League System we have.
Above everything we have to gain the confidence of every person involved that they will be safe 
going to football otherwise they may not take the risk.
Let me go back to where I started, I sincerely hope that there is nothing else new that could 
happen to cause the league such a headache! I hope everyone has a good summer.
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How The F.A. Pyramid System Works

Level 1 in the pyramid, the top division of English football, is run by the Premier League (which 

gives its name to the competition in that division), the winners of which are regarded as the 

champions of England. Levels 2-4 are run by the English Football League. Together, these 4 

divisions make up what is known as "league football".

The leagues below level 4 are classed as ‘Non-League’, meaning they are outside the English 

Football League. The leagues at levels 5-11 (Step 1-7), comprise the National League System (NLS), 

and come under the direct jurisdiction of the Football Association. The top level (level 5) of the 

NLS is known as "step 1" by the FA, the next (level 6) as step 2", and so on.

The National League System
For the 2020/21 season, each Step shall have the following maximum number of Clubs: Step 1 –

24, Step 2 – 44, Step 3 – 88, Step 4 – 140, Step 5 – 280, Step 6 – 400. Clubs will be placed in the 

most geographically appropriate division. At Step 7 the maximum number of Clubs in each division 

shall be determined by the Committee taking into account all relevant factors.

From the 2021/22 season onwards, each Step shall have the following maximum number of Clubs: 

Step 1 – 24, Step 2 – 48, Step 3 – 88, Step 4 – 160, Step 5 – 320, Step 6 – 340.
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Day Date Comp Opponents H/A Att. Result 1 2 3 4 5

September

Sat 12/09 HL1W Hereford Lads Clubs A 78 1-0 (L) Pedrick Humphreys Basana King Keveren

Sat 19/09 HL1W Malvern Town A 184 5-0 (L) Pedrick Love Ry.Thwaite King Keveren

Sat 26/09 HL1W Moreton Rangers H 60 3-2 (W) Pedrick Humphreys Basana King Keveren

October

Sat 03/10 HL1W Newent Town A 70 4-0 (L) Pedrick Love Basana King Keveren

Tues 06/10 HL1W Hereford Pegasus H 175 2-3 (L) Pedrick Bird Basana King Ry.Thwaite

Sat 10/10 FAV
Royal Wootton Bassett 

Town
H

Tues 13/10 BSSC Bishops Cleeve H

Sat 17/10 HL1W Shortwood United A

Tues 20/10 HL1W Malmesbury Victoria H

Tues 27/10 FLC Cheltenham Saracens A

Sat 31/10 HL1W Tytherington Rocks A

November

Tues 03/11 HL1W Thornbury Town H

Sat 07/11 HL1W Wellington H

Sat 14/11 HL1W Bourton Rovers A

Sat 21/11 HL1W Cheltenham Saracens H

Sat 28/11 HL1W
Cirencester Town 

Development
A

December

Sat 05/12 HL1W Clanfield 85 H

Sat 12/12 HL1W Hereford Lads Club H

Sat 19/12 HL1W Malmesbury Victoria A

January

Sat 02/01 HL1W Moreton Rangers A

Sat 09/01 HL1W Newent Town H

Sat 16/01 HL1W Hereford Pegasus A

Sat 23/01 HL1W Shortwood United H

February

Sat 06/02 HL1W Thornbury Town A

Sat 13/02 HL1W Tytherington Rocks H

Sat 20/02 HL1W Wellington A

Sat 27/02 HL1W Bourton Rovers H

March

Sat 06/03 HL1W Cheltenham Saracens A

Sat 13/03 HL1W
Cirencester Town 

Development
H

Sat 20/03 HL1W Clanfield 85 A

Sat 27/03 HL1W Malvern Town H

HL1W – Hellenic League Div 1 West, FAV – FA Vase, BSCC – Challenge Cup, BLFC – Floodlit Cup

1st Team Fixtures & Results
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6 7 8 9 10 11 12 14 15

September

Palmer Bird Kibble © L. Gardiner T.Williams Gittings Earle Orchard Ractliffe

J. Gardiner Basana Kibble © Ractliffe T.Williams Gittings G. Pedrick Orchard Moyo

Ry.Thwaite Palmer Kibble © 1 Earle 2 T.Williams Ractliffe Bird Moyo Love

October

Ry.Thwaite Palmer Kibble © Ractliffe Earle Gittings J. Williams Moyo Lowe

Gittings 1 Williams 1 Kibble © Buckland Earle J.Williams Moyo Love Ractliffe

November

December

January

February

March

Man of the Match

1st Team Fixtures & Results
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Magpies Sponsorship Opportunities – Season 2020/21

At Stonehouse Town Football Club, we believe that we are not just a football club but see 
ourselves as key contributors towards our local community. We have made huge strides over the 
last few years in cementing ourselves as a community-based club, providing access to football of 
all sexes, ages and abilities. Moreover, we continue to raise all our own funds with no significant 
input from external agencies, which allows the club to keep in touch with local fundraising and 
sponsorship.

In view of our desire to promote the football club up the Non-League Pyramid, we are very keen 
to forge links with local businesses as a winning example of shared involvement in the community 
of Stonehouse. There are several ways that we can build relationships to strengthen ties, 
particularly by acquiring sponsors for our teams, our ground and our equipment. 

Your sponsorship includes - a namecheck in all relevant Club communications on our Facebook, 
Twitter and social media pages. It also includes an entry into our List of Sponsors on view daily at 
our home ground on Oldends Lane, Stonehouse.

Corporate Social Responsibility - You can use Stonehouse Town Football Club as a specific 
example in your business advertising and publicity, as positive proof of your commitment to and 
investment into the local Stonehouse and Gloucestershire community.

We have a range of sponsorship packages that may interest you and your company:

1. Second Team Sponsor - £750
Front of Second Team shirts, plus two Advertising Boards including mentions in match reports 
and newspaper reports

2. Advertising Board - £250
We can arrange for a Sponsorship Board to be manufactured and drawn up using your 
Company name and logo, which will feature as a perimeter advertising board at our Oldends 
Lane ground. Annual renewal of the advertising board is then discounted down to only £150 

3. Matchday Programme - £150
Full page advert in every 1st Team Home game, including all cup competitions. All match day 
programmes will be available on the club website

4. 1st Team Player Sponsorship - £80
Sponsoring a player is a great way for your company's name to be included in our matchday 
programme, social media channels PLUS a complimentary season tickets including all 1st and 
2nd Team home fixtures (excluding FA Cup and Vase) 

5. Matchday Sponsor - £50
Includes your name in our Matchday Programme, Sponsor of the match ball, plus free entry 
inc. Programme, Teas & Coffees for 4 people

Please feel free to discuss any of the above further with Tim or Kevin on 
commercial@stonehousetownfc.co.uk

http://www.stonehousetownfc.co.uk/
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Everyone at STFC would like to say a special 
‘Thank You’ to our incredible sponsors!
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